A NOTE FROM THE BUCKS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Homeowners, Pool Companies, Landscape Contractors – Bucks County Conservation is delegated to administer the Erosion Control Program on behalf of Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP). The Board of Directors has established a threshold of 1000 square feet of earth disturbance. Disturbances of 1000 square feet or more require a plan submission to the Conservation District; 2000 square feet for swimming pools. Should you plan to be disturbing earth on your property, please contact the District at 215-345-7577 EARLY in the process. By doing so, you will not be held up at the local level when you have all your approvals.

Contact Camille Peters or John Thomas at 215-345-7577

Tinicum Township has a “Grading Ordinance”, No. 152 which complements the Conservation District’s regulations. An excerpt of the Township’s Grading Ordinance noting the purposes and the activities that require a Township grading permit is reproduced as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 152

AN ORDINANCE OF TINICUM TOWNSHIP CONTROLLING SOIL EROSION, SEDIMENTATION, AND GRADING; DETERMINING THE SCOPE, PURPOSE, AND DEFINITIONS THEREOF; ESTABLISHING GENERAL AND SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS THEREFORE; ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL PLANS, GRADING PLANS, PLAN REVIEW, FIRST FLOOR CERTIFICATION, AND GENERAL GRADING REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR PERMIT REQUIREMENTS AND EXEMPTIONS THEREFROM; MANDATING APPLICATION PROCEDURES AND PLAN SUBMISSIONS; ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR APPROVAL AND ISSUANCE OF PERMITS; REQUIRING INSPECTIONS AND ALLOCATING THE COST THEREOF; AUTHORIZING PERMIT FEES; AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES AND REMEDIES FOR VIOLATION.

The following activities require a Grading Permit:

1.
Modifying, disturbing, blocking, diverting or otherwise adversely affecting the natural overland or subsurface flow of water.

2.
Construction, erection, or installation of any drainage dam, ditch, culvert, drain pipe, bridge or any other structure or obstruction affecting the drainage of any parcel.

3.
Paving, cutting, filling, stripping, excavating, grading or regrading of any parcel unless specifically exempted by Subsection B. below.

4. Disturbing the natural ground surface, soil, or vegetation upon any parcel in excess of the following limits:

As determined by the owner, disturbance in excess of each of the following three areas on each site, 0%-3% sloped areas, 3%-8% sloped areas, and areas of 8% slope or greater.
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B.

Notwithstanding Section V (A), the following activities require no Grading Permit; however, approval of an E&S plan by the Bucks County Conservation District may be required prior to other permits being issued:

1.
Minor improvements, such as the erection of fencing; driveway paving; and minor regrading.

2.
Gardening for home consumption or personal use on any parcel, or lawn restoration up to one (1) acre on any parcel.

3.
Agricultural operations operated in accordance with a conservation plan or erosion and sedimentation control plan found adequate and approved in writing by the Bucks County Conservation District, but not including sod farming.

4.
Forest Management operations that (1) follow guidelines established by the Department of Environmental Protection in “Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Guidelines for Forestry”; that (2) are operating under an erosion and sedimentation control plan approved by the Bucks County Conservation District; and (3) that comply with the Township Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance.

5.
Earthmoving or stripping activities incident to construction of individual wells or sewage disposal systems and less than 1,000 square feet in extent.

6.
Any emergency activity immediately necessary for the protection of life, property, or natural resources.

Please call the Township for a complete copy of the Grading Ordinance and/or with any questions.
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